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Hyderabad

" Global inter-dependence in
Is a new reality, says TGCHE

The Hindu Burean
HYDERABAD

While global interdepen-
dence is a new reality, there
Is a need to focus more on
institutional development
Plans as the global com-
munity is looking towards
India asa knowledge power
which would contribute to-
wards protecting global se-
curity and peace, Chairman
of Telangana Council of
Higher Education (TGCHE)
V. Balakista Reddy said.
The Chairman of TGCHE
said that the international;-
zation in higher education

T
Friday, March 7, 2025
HYDERABAD

is irreversible and traced
the developments over the
last three decades,

He was addressing a na-
tional-level awareness pro-
gramme on Institutional
Development Plan (IDP) for

Higher Educational Institu-

tions, organized by the Te-
langana Council of Higher
Education in collaboration
with Institute for Academic
Excellence, here on
Thursday.

Over 1500 attendees re-
Presenting about 1000 insti-
tutions, participated in the
online workshop, including
vice-chancellors, deans and

—— _— ——

Senior representatives from
the industry. The webinar
had 21 resource persons
who addressed the an.
dience in four sessions,
Chairman of the Com-
mittee for Preparing IDP
Guidelines and former
Chairman of NCVET, New
Delhi, Nirmaljeet Singh Kal-
si spoke on the role of IDp
as a blueprint for the
growth and progress of a
higher education institu-
tion over a defined period.
Vice-Chancellor of BITS
Pilani campuses (Pilani,
Hyderabad, Goa, Dubai &
Mumbai), V., Ramgopal Raop

education
Chairman

highlighted the role of facul-
ty in building institutions of
excellence.

He emphasized the need
to design doctoral pro-

‘grams that lead to incuba-

tion of Startup. Former
chairman of AICTE S.S.
Mantha highlighted the
need to work on the skill
gaps and developmental
needs of the higher educa-
tion.

He also suggested that
universities in future should
be Al enabled. Executive Di-
rector, IT-ITeS Sector Skills
Council, NASSCOM Sand-
hya Chintala also spoke.
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‘Failure doesn’t matter:

marks not eve

At every turn, he faced a hurdle. Bl hi
beginnings & failures didn’t deter

Today, as TGCHE

that hard work and pe

d failed in mathemat.
ics in SSC. It was no
wonder that I fared poor-

y in maths. Back then,
our village (Parvathaipally
in Nagarkurmo]) had only
one school with classes up to
standard 2. After that, T had to
walk 5 kms up and down dai-
ly to attend the Zilla Parishad
High School in Kummera.
I remember we hever even
had a mathematics teacher
and it was taught by whoever
was free. Maybe that is why I
niever understood it, and even
today I struggle with jt.

So, when T got only 32 out
of 100 and failed in maths in
SS8C, I was Very upset — not
because I had flunked, but
because T was afraid that it
would be the end of my edu-
cation. Luckily the govt an-
hounced five grace marks and
I crossed the SSC hurdle.

SEVERAL HURDLES

But it was one of the sever-
al hurdles that I had to cross
on the path to education, T
had little means, My father
had died when I wag in class
4.Thad no electricity at home,

and wo%{eld with my brothers glected my studies,
in our fields while . .
FORGING SUCCESS (¢

oM |-1u|.umz\('7

attending  school.
All along, the only
thing which kept
me going was the

rything’

s humble

him from his goal

chairman, V Balakista Reddy is proof

for money, So, I moved tg Hy-
derabad soon after my Inter-
mediate,

This is where the support
system of friends came to my
rescue. What I am today is be-
cause of my friends,

On reaching Hyderabad,
I stayed at a friend’s room.
I had moved there emp-
ty-handed, and he took me in
without questions.

I soon got a job as g tele-
phone operator for Rs 200
ber month and alsg Jjoined
for BA in an evening college.
I cleared BA with 66%. Even
in my worst days, T never ne.

knowledge that
the way out of boverty was
through school, and T tried to
give my best even when there
Was not much support.

It didn’t matter to me if |
failed, all T wanted was to con-
tinue my studies at any cost.

After class 10, while 1
did not care much about my
marks, the college in my
district thought T was not
fit to study Intermediate,
This forced me to move to
Wanapanhy; opting for CEC
(commerce, eéconomics, and
civics). While one reason was
my poor mathematics, the
other was my desire to be a
lawyer after seeing my fami.
ly and even others struggling
with land disputes, baying a
fortune to lawyers.

During my Intermediate, 1
realised I would get better ed-
Ucational facilities in 5 bigger
city where I could also work
and not burden my brothers

)

Children today should also stop seeing
failure as a hurdle. |t doesn’t matter jf
one fails in a subject or Scores less marks |
e e

In the meantime, I had
Jjoined as a clerk in a law-
yer's office in pursuit of my
dream

Though T didn’t have the
means, I was always looking
for such opportunities, Any
student, irrespective of their
finaneial or academic situa-
tion, can become whatever
they want if they are willi
toput in that extra effort.

But once again [ failed,

This time in clearing the
law entrance as 1 was from
Telugu medium ang my Eng-
lish was poor:

Through my boss I got
to know about seats in Au-

rangabad and Joined there
for LLB,
Even though 1

couldn’t attend classes
regularly, my expo-
sure to real-world Je-
gal cases in the office
helped me pass LLB.

—

rseverance score over marks

STOP AT NOTHING

Subsequently I did my
LLM from Osmania Univer-
sity and PhD from Jawahar-
lal Nehru University (JINU).
In the first six months in
JNU, I had regretted joining.

guage was a hig barrier
But what I didn’t lack was
the ability to put in in extra
effort. Slowly I managed
to present bapers and even
publish books along with my
Dbrofessors, which brought me
national and international
recognition,

Twelve of us had joined
PhD, but I was the only one
to complete, Parallelly, T even
appeared for Union Public
Service Commission twice,
but couldn’t crack it.

After PhD, I came back to
Hyderabad even though T did
not want to as I felt interna-
tional law had no scope here
and I should move abroad.
But I applied to NALSAR,
Hyderabad, as a friend was
applying. I cracked the inter-
Vview and then Spent 25 years,

All T want to tel] students
appearing for exams is that
right now you might think
that marks are the only im-
Dbortant thing in life. Byt
that is not true, Tt is just
one part of life which
will take us closer to our
goals,

Nothing should stop
¥ou, not even failure,

—As told to Nirupa Vatyam




