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‘Engg college & 3 biz schools
shut in T in 2025-26: TGCHE

Manvi.Vyas@timesofi ndla com
Hyderabad: Four educatio-

nal institutes — an enginee- .

ring college and three busi-
ness management schools —
- in Telangana were closed
“progressively” by All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation (AICTE) in the 2025-26
academic year. In other
words, these institutes can-

not enrol students from the -

new academic year. Howe-
ver, students already enrol-

led will be allowed tocomple- |

te their degrees, officials sa-
id on Monday. ,

Low enrolment, faculty .
inadequate in-
frastructure and failure to.

shortage,

meet regulatory standards
reportedly pushed ithe four
institutions — Priyadarshi-
‘ni Institute of Science and

Technology in Medak, Avan-. -,

thi’s School of Business Ma-

nagement in .Hyderabad,
- NICMAR Institute of Const-
- ruction’ Management and

. Research inRangareddy, and
. Sana PG College in Kodad,
. Nalgonda” district

. AICTE’s list of institutions
: approved for “progresswe
: closure” for the 2025-26 aca-

demic year, the officials ad-

ded. Speaking to TOI,. Te-

—into’

REGULATORY
GAPS: AICTE

e Four Telangana Institutes
closed by AICTE (2025-26)

e No fresh admissions from
new academic year

o Exlstmg students to i
‘complete courses

- @ Closure due to Iow # ol
enrolment & staff shortage

olInfrastructureand
compliance gaps cited ,

© TGCHE to focus on

_quallty reforms (NEP.2020)

-langana Council of Higher
Education (TGCHE) chair-
“man Prof V Balakista Reddy
‘said the closures were main-
ly:driven by changing _stu-
.dent, preferences and the"i-
nability of-some institutions

to keep pace with quahty ex
pectatlons

‘_Multuple_chalieiigeS", e

- “Students today look for
good placements, quality fa-
- culty, infrastructure and in-

‘dustry-oriented’ education.

" If collegesfail to provide the-

se, admissions naturally de-

' cline. Once student strength

falls, Institutions face multi-
ple challenges in sustaining
themselves,” he said.

He sald AICTE typically
weighs low enrolment, facul-

| .ty shortages, poor laborato-
vy and infrastructure stan-

dards, and other regulatory
gaps before approving a clo-
sure. He added that only one
engineering college from Te-

-, langana figured, in the list
- and 'said that should not be

read as a sign of weakness in
the state’s engineering.edu-
cation sector.

. A representative of one

- of the affected management

institutes told TOI the insti-

tutiondid notapply for closu-
- re, but received the order af-

ter failing to attract any

~ fresh 'students The TGCHE
~chairman clarified that pro-

gressive closure does not af-
fect students already enrol-
led, who would be allowed to

. complete their courses. He

added that TGCHE would

| continuetofocuson curricu-
+ lum modernisation, indust-
ry partnerships, faculty de-

velopment, research, inno-

“vationandskilldevelopment
- in'line with the National

Education Policy 2020 to im-
prove quality and employa-
bility inlh_igher education.
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—ﬁO-SM;I‘Wspeciaf phase
allotments released

Hans NEws SErvIce
HYDERABAD

TELANGANA Council of Higher Educa-
tion (TGCHE) and the Commissioner of
Collegiate Education (CCE), Degree Online
Services, Telangana (DOST), announced the
special phase seat allotment on Thursday.
TGCHE Chairman and DOST Convener V
Balakista Reddy, alongside Commissioner
of Collegiate Education A Sridevasena, de-
clared the special phase allocations. Officials
stated that 44,179 candidates were allotted
seats based on their first priority choices,
while 9,788 candidates secured seats against
their second and lower priorities. However,
3,723 applicants exercised web options but
failed to secure seat allotment due to speci-
fying limited web options.

Out of 57,690 candidates who exercised
web options in the Special Phase, Com.-
merce emerged as the most sought-after
stream with 23,516 students opting for it,
followed by Physical Sciences with 10,988,
Life Sciences with 10,316, Arts with 9,116,
and other streams accounting for 31 candi-
dates, bringing the total number of allocated
seats to 53,967.

TGCHE informed that candidates allotted
seats will receive an SMS on their registered
mobile numbers, Applicants can access seat
allotment details through candidate logins
on the DOST website and via WhatsApp on

TGCHE releases degree
seat allocations for 53,967
candidates, instructing

successful applicants to
complete online
self-reporting by August 1

demand.

All candidates securing seats in the Spe-
cial Phase must reserve their -allotment
through online self-reporting between 30
July and 1 August by paying Rs 500 or Rs
1,000 in the DOST candidate login portal.
Students allotted to Government Degree
Colleges or University Colleges who are pro-
visionally eligible for ePASS fee reimburse-
ment following caste and income certificate
verifications need not pay any amount dur-
ing online self-reporting. )

Furthermore, self-reported candidates
will receive a CCOTP via SMS on their reg-
istered mobile numbers. TGCHE instructed
candidates who have self-reported online
during the Special Phase to physically report
to their respective allotted colleges from 31
July to 1 August by submitting their CCOTP.
Candidates failing to report physically with-
in the stipulated timeframe shall forfeit their
allotted and self-reported degree seats,

>4
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pyt universities

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 19

The state government
has begun inspections of
private universities, incl-
uding Malla Reddy
University, before filing
an affidavit in the Sup-
reme Court on their est-
ablishment, admissions,
staffing, finances and
regulatory compliance.
The exercise follows the

Supreme Court direc-

tions in ‘Ayesha Jain vs.
Amity University, Noida
and others’, in which the
court sought replies from
states on how private
universities were created
and how they function.
The state has appointed a
six-member committee
chaired by the commis-
sioner of collegiate edu-
cation to inspect private
universities.

The secretary of the
Telangana Council of
Higher Education is the

convener, hile the
JNTUH Regisrar is the
member-convgner.
Palamuru University
Registrar, QOsmania
University’s chief
finance and| accounts
officer and an assistant
director from|the techni-
cal educatign depart-
ment are members.

Teams are| checking
nine areas, including the
purpose behind each uni-
versity, feasibility
studies, land and benefits
given by the iovernment, .
management control,
admission rifles and fac-
ulty recruitment.
They will verify compli-
ance with JGC norms,
staff salaries, grievance
committees, [ audits and
possible diversion of
funds. !

Particular| attention
will be paid to institu-
tions that clpim to oper-
ate on a “no-profit, no-
loss” basis. |

i
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T to submit report on private
universities as ordered by SC

Court Wants To
Check If Norms
Are Being Met

Roushan.Ali@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Tn compliance
with the Supreme Court's di-
rections, the Telangana govt
has begun inspections of pri-
vate universities and will so-
on submit an affidavit on the-
ir functioning, financial
transparency and other deta-
ils, responding to all nine qu-
eriesraised by theapexcourt.

The Supreme Court has
initiated anationwidereview
of private universities, rai-
sing questions over the c:1r-

— CUTISTANCeS
they were establlshed their
objectives, governance, aca-
demic standards and regula-
tory compliance. The direc-
tions were issued during the
hearingof the AyeshaJainvs
Union of India case, follo-
wing complaints regarding
the functioning of several
private universities across
the country.

Expressing concern over
the er in which some
private universities are ope-
rating, the apex court direc-

® [nspection team begins
visiting private varsities acro.
the state to examine 9 key are

ted all state govts to conduct
detailed inspections and sub-

mat afflda\rlts contamlng
on various aspects of the1r
functioning. The court wants
toascertain whetherthesein-
stitutions are complying
with statutorynorms and ful-
filling the objectives for
which they were established.

Committee formed

In line with the direc-
tions, the state govt constitu-
ted a high-level inspection
committee headed by the
Commissioner of Collegiate
Education (CCE). The com-

identified by the Supreme Court | inspection committee

" Commissioner of
Collegiate Education
‘to head high-level

university

@ Ratmnale for
establishing the !n conducted before its

SCANNER OV HIGHER EDU INSTITUTIONS

= o Fea5|b|I|ty5tud|es :

) establishment

| ® Land
| allotments
| andgovt

with UGC

@ Compliance

regulations
| @ Financial transparency
i under “no-profit, no-
| loss" model

® Governance structure
® Admission progedures -
| concessions | ® Recrultment of teaching staff | :
e Periodic | ®Grievance |
govt redressal
inspections | for students
and faculty;
| statutory
E] pay to staff

mittee comprises the secreta-
ry of the Telangana Council
of ; ngher Educatmn

gistrar of JNTU as member—
convener, the registrar of Pa-
lamuru University, the chief
finance and accounts officer
of Osmania University, and
theassistantdirector (Acade-
mic-C) of the department of
technical education as mem-
bers. The committee hasalso
been empowered to engage
subject experts whenever re-
quired.

The Supreme Court has
also sought details on whet-
her university funds have be-

endiverted for personal bene-
fit, including payments to fo-
unders or f.hB]_‘(‘ farmly mem-

prwate assets It has asked
state govts to clarify whether
audits have been conducted,
whether any violations have
been detected, and what ac-
tion has been taken against
institutions found violating
regulations.

The Telangana govt is ex-
pected tosubmita detailed af-
fidavit before the Supreme
Court after the inspection
committee completes its as-
sessmentof private universi-
tiesin the state.

|
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Saturday, July 11, 2026

THE HINDU HYDERABAD
Hyderabad 1] i ¢
TGCHE extends LAWCET

counselling dateg |

The Telangana Council of Higher Educatio|
(TGCHE) on Friday extended the dates and
Published a revisad schedule for LAWCET 2026
counselling, Eligipja candidates can now
complete their onlipe
regislration-cmn-veriﬁcation by uploading
required scanned copies of certificates up to July
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Hans India

VRC PHANIHARAN

YDERABAD:
The Telangana
Council of Higher

Education (TGCHE)

goes into mission mode,
launching new-age courses
in line with the Telangana
State government’s
ambitious agenda for a
1-trillion-USD economy.

Unlike the traditional
BA,B.Com and B.Sc
courses, the new
courses range from food
technology and agriculture
to aviation, creating a
multi-sectoral human
capital pipeline to cater
to the emerging industry
demands in local and
global markets.

‘When asked for the
need for launching the new
courses, TGCHE Chairman
Prof Dr V Balakista
Reddy said, “A degree
must open doors to work,
entrepreneurship, and
public service, not just to
another entrance test. The
new courses share some
common ground. Each one
runs for six semesters. The
new courses range from
Airports, farms, hospitals,
and ports to cybersecurity

labs and tourist centres.”

The main difference
of the new courses from
others is that they are
multidisciplinary and
trans-disciplinary, as
each one integrates
several disciplines rather
than sticking to a single
subject. Technology, law,
management, public
policy, and ethics enter
the classroom together.
Students regularly
meet industry experts,
government officials, and
field practitioners.

The new course
curriculum, embedded
with internships,
projects, study tours,
and simulations, forms
an essential part of the
timetable, not a side
activity. The programmes
also align with the spirit
of the National Education
Policy 2020, placing greater
emphasis on practical
knowledge, flexible
learning, and innovation.
In short, the student moves
through college as an active
participant, not as a passive
listener.

Take, for example, the
BBA in Food Technology,
Food Security, and
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Agricultural Management,
which addresses national
and international concerns
related to emerging food
security issues. The course
covers food science,
nutrition, processing,
storage, packaging, quality
standards, and retail
operations. Learners gain
exposure to artificial
intelligence tools, smart
farming equipment, and
modern supply chains. This
allows the development
of a multi-sectoral-talent
pool. This is aligned with
the different industrial
sector skill sets demanded
by industries eyeing to set
up their shops not only
in Telangana but also
anywhere in the country, as
well as globally.

The TGCHE said that
as part of the course,
students visit farms, food
factories, warehouses,
and retail outlets. “They
carry out projects on crop
planning, waste reduction,
safety checks, and market
surveys. After graduation,
they can look at roles in
agribusiness firms, food
processing companies,
logistics operations,
regulatory agencies, public
nutrition schemes, and
startups that work with
farmers,” Prof Balakista
Reddy added.

Similarly, the BBA
in Airport, Airline,
Airspace, and Air Traffic
Management turns the
spotlight on aviation.
Air travel across India
continues to expand, and

New courses come with multi-sectoral talent skill-sets tells TGCHE ,

Chief Prof Balakista Reddy enabler for high-growth sectors

airports need professionals
who understand

the system from the
runway to the cabin.

The syllabus stretches
across airport planning,
airline operations, cargo
management, safety
regulations, digital
navigation tools, and
customer service. The
students step into control
rooms, terminals, and
maintenance hangars.
They use simulators

that reproduce routine
flights and emergency
conditions. Frequent
interaction with pilots,
air traffic controllers, and
ground staff adds real-
world texture to classroom
lessons.

In turn, it opens career
options that include
airport manager, airline
operations executive,
aviation safety officer, air
cargo manager, ground
handling supervisor, and
aviation entrepreneur.

Likewise, cyber threats
no longer stay hidden
in technical corners.
They reach banks, social
media platforms, power
grids, and government
databases. The BA in
Cybersecurity and Cyber
Governance takes this
new reality head-on. The
new programme covers
cyber law, digital evidence,

online crime investigation,
data protection, privacy
rights, cyber risk
management, and public
policy. Students study how
artificial intelligence tools
support both attackers and
defenders.

It was not just
theoretical; rather, the
students learn to track
digital trails, assess
vulnerabilities, and design
response plans. The course
encourages interaction
with law enforcement
agencies, regulators,
banks, and technology
firms. Graduates
find opportunities as
cybersecurity analysts,
information security
officers, data protection
specialists, cybercrime
investigators, and advisors
to sectors such as fintech
and telecom.

Until recently, what
was being neglected for
a long time was a highly
in-demand field both in
Telugu states and with a
global perspective, which
comes to the students of
Telangana in the form
of the BA in Defence
and Security Studies.

The programme looks at
national and international
security, strategic thought,
military history, internal
security, counterterrorism,
border management,

intelligence studies,
and disaster response.
Teaching combines theory
with simulations, map
exercises, and case studies
of past conflicts and crises.
Students meet retired
officers, strategic thinkers,
and policy planners. They
study how diplomacy,
economics, technology,
and media influence
security decisions.
Employment avenues
include the armed forces,
central armed police
forces, intelligence
and security agencies,
disaster management
organisations, think tanks,
international bodies, and
journalism, with a focus
on defence and foreign
affairs. In addition to the
high-growth trajectory of
the country’s aviation and
space sector, the TGCHE is
introducing a new course
aligned with another
high-growth area: maritime
trade. The maritime trade
sector might seem distant
to a landlocked state like
Telangana. Yet it shapes the
entire country’s economy.
The B.B.A. in Maritime
Technology, Commerce,
and Management brings
the world of ports and
ships into classrooms in
Telangana. The syllabus
spans shipping operations,
marine logistics, and port

management, as well

as international trade

law, marine insurance,
environmental regulations,
and digital tracking
systems.

Prof Balakista Reddy
said, “Students visit ports,
dry ports, logistics parks,
and export houses. They
work on projects that study
supply chains, cargo flows,
and customs procedures.
Career tracks open in
port operations, shipping
companies, freight-
forwarding agencies,
logistics firms, marine
insurance, chartering,
and international trade
management.”

The other programmes
include the BBA in
Hospital Administration
and Healthcare
Management, which
covers hospital operations,
health economics, human
resource management,
health institutions, quality
assurance, accreditation,
public health, insurance,
digital health platforms,
and patient safety.

The B.A. in Land,
Agriculture, and Rural
Development focuses on
this vast field. The course
covers land resources, soil
science, irrigation, climate-
resilient agriculture, natural
resource management,
farmer-producer
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organisations, rural
entrepreneurship, gender
issues, local governance,
and digital land records.
The BBA in Travel,
Tourism and Hospitality
Management builds new
strengths for the growing
sector with multi-sector
skill sets. Behind these
new offerings stands
the Telangana Council
of Higher Education,
with a clear purpose.
‘The council works with
subject experts, industry
partners, and academic
leaders to shape curricula
that stay current with
technology and regulation.
It encourages colleges
to invest in laboratories,
simulators, and digital tools.
Higher education in the state
need not follow old tracks
that lead only to crowded
job queues. These new
undergraduate programmes
open fresh routes into food
systems, aviation, cyberspace,
defence, hospitals, rural
transformation, maritime
trade, and tourism. The
courses reward curiosity,
discipline, and a spirit of
service.

When students take
full advantage of the new
courses, and colleges
keep the standard high,
Telangana can look forward
to a future in which
“educated youth step out
of campus ready for work,
ready for innovation, and
ready to contribute to the
development of both the
state and the nation,” said
Professor Balakista Reddy.




