TGCHE chief says plan is to develop learning
material and integrate it with Al platforms

MEGHNA NATH @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana State Council
of Higher Education (TGCHE)
1s planning the introduction of
Al-powered lessons for under-
graduate and postgraduate
courses from the next academic
yvear. With the focus on revising
the curriculum to align with
global industry demands, the
initiative unfolds as a pragmat-
ic move to modernise higher
education in Telangana to im-
prove employvability

TGCHE Chairman Prof. V
Balakista Reddy told TNIE:
“Todav, Al 1s invaluable for all
of us. Education is no exception
to that. If Telangana aims to
lead India’s knowledge econo-
my under Vision 2047, Al inte-
gration into higher education
must be systematic, inclusive,
ethical and future-ready Insti-
tutions must evolve from knowl-
edge transmitters into health-
care, climate resilience, urban
planning, governance and ad-
vanced manufacturing.”

“Last vear, we started the
curriculum revision. It is a con-
tinuous process, and this time,
the emphasis is on introducing
innovative courses that have
not been widely explored in tra-
ditional education svstems,”
Balakista added.

Some of the new proposed
programmes include — De-
fence and Security Studies,
Aviation Technology and
Airport Management, Aero-
space Management, Rural
Development, Tourism and
Hospitality, and Hospital Ad-

ministration and Health Man-
agement. These courses are ex-
pected to be offered at both
undergraduate and postgradu-
ate levels.

Elaborating on Al-powered
learning support, Balakista
stated that a key feature of the
initiative will be the introduc-
tion of Al-powered learning
support. “The plan is to pre-
pare structured learning mate-
rials and integrate them with
Al platforms to assist students
in understanding complex and
emerging subjects,” he
stressed.

The TGCHE chairman ex-
plained that the Al system will
function as a supplementary
learning tool and will not re-
place lectures. “Instead,” he
said, “The Al-powered lectures
will help students to access
guality educational content, es-
pecially in specialised fields
where trained faculty may be
limited. The system is intended
to bridge the urban-rural edu-
cation gap.™

He added that with wide-
spread smartphone access, stu-
dents in rural areas will be able
to gain advanced learning re-
sources and course materials
efficiently.

Al-powered lessons for
UG & PG courses soon



YUVRAJ AKULA
Hyderabad

College students in Telan-
gana will soon have Al tu-
tors assisting them in learn-
ing subjects.

In a first of its kind, the
Telangana Council of
Higher Education (TGCHE)
has unveiled its ambitious
plans to introduce Al tutors
in higher education institu-
tions from the forthcoming
academic year. An Al tutor
is a digital teaching assis-
tant, which helps students
learn by providing person-
alised guidance, explana-
tion, and feedback, similar
to a teacher.

Speaking to ‘Telangana
Today’, TGCHE Chairman
Prof V Balakista Reddy said
the AI tutors are aimed at
complementing degree lec-
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1G bets on Al tutor for new-age courses

Industry-ready courses

® BA Defence, Security and Political Science

® BCom Finance Technology

® BGom International Banking, Finance and Accounts
® BCom e-Commerce, m-Commerce, and Dlgltal Marketlng

BBA Airport, Airlines and Airspace Management

&
® BSc Multumedla Desugn and Animation
e BScFood Security, Food Technology Management

L _@_ﬁﬁ_ﬁural Managem_em
® MA Aviation Management

® MA Defence and Security Studies

turers in emerging courses
that are to be rolled out for
the forthcoming year.

“Content is being devel-
oped and this learning mate-
rial will be integrated with
an Al platform, which will
teach, guide and explain the
lesson besides clearing
doubts, if any, of students,”
he said.

The Al tutor initiative will
be rolled out for teaching
new innovative UG and PG
programmes such as BA De-
fence, Security and Political
Science, BBA Aviation Man-
agement, MA Aviation Man-
agement, and MA Defence
Security Studies.

Nearly 15 new UG and PG
programmes are on the anvil
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in the State for the academic
year 2026-27. “The new pro-
grammes will have technol-
ogy, management, gover-
nance and law components,
ensuring the graduates get
expertise in multiple do-
mains thereby increasing
their employability quo-
tient. Nearly 50 new airports
are to be established across
the country, and to cater to
the growing needs of avia-
tion sector, we are launch-
ing BBA Airport, Airline,
and Airspace Management
programme,” Dr Reddy said.

The TGCHE has already
issued notification inviting
applications from degree
and PG colleges to offer new
courses and has scheduled a
meeting with vice chancel-
lors of conventional univer-
sities to discuss the new
programmes.
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Telangana ‘<. Today
TG varsities

to implement

NEP 2020

To adopt the framework for both UG and PG
programmes from academic year 2026-27

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Five years after it came into
force, the State universities,
including Osmania Univer-
sity, here on Saturday unan-
imously resolved to imple-
ment the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020 framework for both
Undergraduate and Post-
graduate programmes from
the academic year 2026-27.

The decision was taken
during a meeting of vice-
chancellors of seven univer-
sities convened by TGCHE
Chairman Prof V Balakista
Reddy with a view to
strengthen academic quality
and enable universities to
derive greater benefits in ac-
creditation and ranking sys-
tems such as NAAC, NIRF,
NBA and NCrF.

The implementation is
expected to enhance institu-
tional performance in na-
tional competitive grants,
attract research funding and
strengthen the overall aca-
demic and research ecosys-
tem of the universities.

Accordingly, the agreed
credit framework includes a
minimum of 120 credits for a
three-year UG degree, 160
credits for a four-year UG
degree (Honours / Honours
with Research) and a mini-
mum of 80 credits for PG
programmes.

During the meeting, it
was also decided to consti-
tute a committee compris-
ing vice-chancellors of the
conventional universities to
prepare  comprehensive
guidelines on credit struc-
ture, minor degrees, credit
transfer policy, multidisci-
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plinary programmes and the
implementation of the mul-
tiple entry-multiple exit
system.

The VCs approved pro-
posals for the introduction
of new UG and PG pro-
grammes in emerging and
interdisciplinary areas, in
line with recommendations
from TGCHE and the UGC.

The TGCHE guidelines
for syllabus design, credit
allocation and instruction
hours for theory, practicals,
laboratories, internships
and apprenticeships in ac-
cordance with UGC regula-
tions were also approved.

Further, the job of hold-
ing the Common Post
Graduate Entrance Test
(CPGET) has been en-
trusted to Kakatiya Univer-
sity, Warangal, for the aca-
demic year 2026-27.
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| The Telangana Council of

| Higher Education hosted a

| '\ meeting with Vice-Chan-
 cellors on Saturday to de-

| liberate on key academic

. and policy matters con-

) cerning higher education,

and urged them to streng-
then academic standards
and implement reforms in
accordance with the Na-
tional Education Policy
2020. TGCHE chairman V.
Balakista Reddy said such
decision was in view of
S ening academic
quality and enabling un-

iversities to derive greater
benefits in accreditation
and rankings systems such
as the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), National..Institu-
tional Ranking Framework
(NIRF), National Board of
Accreditation (NBA), and
the National Credit Frame-

TGCHE chief tells V-Cs to go for academic reforms

work. Implementing NEP
2020 is also expected to
enhance institutional per-

formance in national com- -

petitive grants, attract re-
search funding, and
strengthen the overall aca-
demic and research eco-

- system of the universities,

he said. Accordingly, the

agreed credit framework
includes a minimum of 120
credits for a 3-year under-
graduate degree, 160 cre-

dits for a 4-year under-

graduate degree (honours/
honours with research),
and a minimum of 80 cre-
dits for post-graduate
programmes.
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Telangana Universities to implement ‘
NEP 2020 from 2026-27

HYDERABAD: The Telan-
gana Council of Higher Edu-
cation (TGCHE) op Friday

held an Important meeting
with the\ﬁce-Chancellors of

in the State, marl(ing a signiﬁ-.
cant step towards academic

reforms and uniformity in
higher education. @~~~ -
The meeting was convened
by Prof V Balakista Reddy,
Chairman, TGCHE, to de-
liberate on -key policy and
academic ‘matters impacting
universities across Telangana.
The meeting was attended
by Vice-Chairmen Prof. E.
Purushotham and Prof. SK.
Mahmood, along with Vice-
Chancellors of Osmania Uni-

versity, Kakatiya University,
Telangana University, Mahat-
ma Gandhi University, Pala-
muru University, Satavahana
University, and Veeranari
Chakali- Ilamma Women’s
University. Prof. Sriram Ven-
katesh, Secretary, TGCHE,

- Was also present.

. At'the outset, the February
2026 edition of the TGCHE
Newsletter was formally re-
leased. In his inaugural ad-
dress, Prof. Balakista Reddy
stressed the need to strength-

. en academic standards, im-

prove governance, and ensure
effective * implementation
of reforms aligned with the |
National ~Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.
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Hans India

TGCHE explores tie-up with

University of Western Australia

HANs NEwWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE Telangana State Coun-
cil of Higher Education
(TGCHE) held discussions
with a delegation from the
University of Western Aus-
tralia {UWA) on Thursday
to explore opportunities for
academic and research col-
laboration across priority
sectors.

The meeting was chaired
by Professor V  Balak-
ista Reddy, Chairman of
TGCHE, and Professor
Sriram Venkatesh, Secretary
of the Council. The UWA
delegation included Nasheed
Choudhary, Director of
Global Growth and Advoca-
cy, and Hari Padmanabhan,
Manager of Government and
Industry Relations.

During the discussions,

both sides examined poten-
tial partnerships in key areas,
such as aviation, agriculture,
space, and critical minerals.
The dialogue emphasised
strengthening  cooperation
in research, innovation, and
skill development, reflecting
a shared commitment to ad-
vancing academic excellence

and industry-relevant educa-
tion. The meeting also high-

lighted Hyderabad’s growing
importance as a hub for sci-
ence and technology. It was
noted that the city has been
recognised by the Office of
the Principal Scientific Ad-
viser to the Government of
India as one of the emerg-

ing Science and Technology
Clusters, underscoring its
role as a centre for advanced
research and innovation.

The UWA  delegation
pointed out that the universi-
ty had recently signed a stra-
tegic Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with the
India Science and Technol-
ogy Clusters Initiative, aimed
at deepening collaboration in
science, technology, and in-
novation between Australia
and India. This agreement
is expected to play a pivotal
role in expanding bilateral
cooperation and fostering
joint initiatives.

Speaking at the meeting,
Professor V Balakista Reddy

assured the delegation of

Telanganas full support in
promoting international
academic partnerships. He
emphasised that Telangana

is rapidly emerging as a
centre for higher education,
research, and innovation.
He noted that global col-
laborations would not only
enhance academic stand-
ards but also help align skill
development with industry
needs, thereby creating new
opportunities for students
and researchers.

Both sides agreed that
there are extensive opportu-
nities for mutual cooperation
and decided to continue dis-
cussions to establish a frame-
work for future partnerships.
The proposed collaboration
is expected to include student
exchange programs, joint re-
search projects, and stronger
academia-industry linkages,
enabling students and faculty
to benefit from global expo-
sure and advanced learning
opportunities.
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