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Editorial

“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.”

— Aristotle

The New Year commenced with new confidence and the determination to continue with the attainment of
our objectives. We unveiled the New Year's calendar and celebrated the 194th birth anniversary of Savitri

Bai Phule, a pioneering Indian social reformer and educationist.

Thereafter the diary, planner and table calendar were unveiled with a determination and new vigour, to
tulfil our objectives towards the promotion of quality education. In this direction a two-day event was held
on January 7-8, 2025, to bridge the gaps between industry and academia in creating a skilled taskforce I
collaboration with IIT Madras, wherein different stakeholders deliberated on integration of technology
with education. The growing digitalization and subsequently the experience with pandemic has led to
Covidization leading to new impact on both the industry and academia.

A meeting was also held with representatives of Manchester Metropolitan University and the Garwood
Center for Corporate Innovation, Haas School of Business, University of California, Berkeley to work
towards the goal. It also included addressing the scope of the students of the technical institutions of
Telangana to fill the gap between supply and demand in the global market.

The Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) has initiated a significant revision of the
undergraduate curriculum to align with global trends and the evolving job market. This initiative aims to
balance theoretical knowledge with practical skills, ensuring students are industry-ready and employable.
The key objectives are to integrate hands-on learning and industry-relevant knowledge, develop key
employability competencies and to equip students with industry-aligned skills to enhance global
competitiveness. Subject-specific committees led by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman I &II and the Secretary
of the TGCHE are spearheading the syllabus revision, with plans for its implementation in near future. The
TGCHE has invited suggestions from stakeholders, including academicians, industry experts, students,
and policymakers, to foster collaboration and inclusivity, through a dedicated Google form for suggestions

onits website.

The TGCHE addressed the media to share their views on the UGC guidelines and its impact on the
autonomy of institutions of Higher education in Telangana. We spoke on a range of issues pertaining to the
Draft Regulations circulated by the UGC on Minimum Qualifications for Appointment & Promotion of
Teachers and Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and Measures for Maintenance of Standards in
Higher Education, 2025.

The Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) celebrated the 76th Republic Day of India on 26th
January 2025 with great enthusiasm and patriotic spirit while rededicating ourselves to the cause of Higher

Education.
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TGCHE Celebrates Savitri Bai Phule’s 194" Birth Anniversary

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, and Staff members of TGCHE participating in the ceremony to
commemorate Savitri Bai Phule's 194" birth anniversary.

The Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) commemorated the 194th birth anniversary
of Savitri Bai Phule, a pioneering Indian social reformer and educationist, on January 3, 2025.

The ceremony, held at the TGCHE office, was attended by Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary,
and Staff members. The event was a tribute to Savitri Bai's remarkable contributions to education
and social reform.

Savitri Bai Phule, along with her husband Jyotirao Phule, played a crucial role in promoting
women's education and empowerment in India. Her selfless work and dedication to the cause of
social justice continues to inspire generations.

The TGCHE community came together to pay homage to Savitri Bai's legacy, remembering her
tireless efforts to promote education and equality. The event served as a reminder for carrying
forward her values and ideals.

Chairman, TGCHE, Graces Avanthi Group of Colleges
National Seminar as Chief Guest
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Chairman, TGCHE, Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, addressing the gathering as the Chief Guest at Avanthi
Group of College’s National Seminar "Pragnya - 2K25".

The Chairman of the Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, attended
the 2-day National Seminar "Pragnya-2K25" in Commerce and Management at Avanthi Group of Colleges
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asthe Chief Guest on4th January 2025 at Myadam Anjaiah Function Hall, Kachiguda, Hyderabad.

In his keynote address, Prof. Reddy emphasized the significance of fostering a culture of
innovation, entrepreneurship, and critical thinking in higher education. He also highlighted the
importance of industry-academia collaboration in shaping the future of commerce and
management education.

The seminar featured a range of technical sessions, paper presentations, and panel discussions,
providing a valuable opportunity for participants to engage with experts and peers.

TGCHE Unveils its 2025 Diary, Planner and Table Calendar
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Officers of TGCHE and Chairman, TAFRC, Releasing the TGCHE Diary 2025, Planner, and Table Calendar.

The Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) has released its 2025 Diary, Planner, and
Table Calendar on 6th January 2025 in the O/O TGCHE. The launch event was attended by the
Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary of TGCHE and Chairman, Telangana Admissio2n and Fee
Regulatory Committee (TAFRC).

The TGCHE Diary 2025 is a comprehensive booklet that provides valuable information on
important dates, events, and deadlines relevant to the higher education sector in Telangana. The
planner and the table calendar are designed to help users stay organized and focused throughout
theyear.

The release of the TGCHE Diary 2025 and planner cum table calendar is part of the council's
efforts to enhance communication, coordination, and planning among stakeholders in the
higher education sector.
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An Industry-Academia Conclave On
Educating and Training the Next generation Workforce For innovation
Jointly organized hy IIT Madras and Telangana Council of Higher Education
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An Industry-Academia Conclave on Educating and Training the Next-Generation Workforce for
Innovation and a Workshop on Design Curriculum & Course Structure of UG Engineering
Programme

A two days event was held on 7th and 8th January 2025 to address the gaps between the industry
and Academia and its impact on creating a skilled taskforce in the present times.

On 7th January 2025 an Industry-Academia Conclave on educating and training the Next
Generation Workforce for innovation was organized by IIT Madras and Telangana Council of
Higher Education, in Hyderabad. In his inaugural address Hyderabad. Prof V Balakista Reddy
stressed on integration of technology with education. He stated that there are very wide avenues to
explore in the wake of liberalization leading to privatization of education. The growing
digitalization and subsequently the experience with pandemic has led to Covidization leading to
new impact on both the industry and academia. He concluded that the state-controlled industries
have been replaced by private industries leading to spurt in innovation from deep sea to outer
space.

Prof Pratap Haridoss, Dean (Academics) II'T Madras stated that it is an undeniable fact that they are
gaps between the industry and academics and it is prudent that those gaps are filled.

Mr Prasanth Nandella, President of Hyderabad Software Enterprises Association called for
creating path breaking solutions and the need of informing the faculty to understand the needs of
the industry along with redesigning the learning skills for the students.

This was followed by a panel discussion consisting of experts from industry and academia.

* Ms. Srividya Ramakrishnan, Head, R&D for drug substance at Aurigene Pharmaceutical
Services Ltd.

» Mr.Sajjad Ahmed Shaik, Global Head of Learning for Insights & Data unit of Capgemini
» Prof. Prathap Haridoss, Dean (Academic Courses) IIT Madras
* Mr.Naga Bharath Daka, Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer of Skyroot Aerospace
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» Mr. Prashanth Nandella President of Hyderabad Software Enterprises Association

» Prof. Vignesh Muthuvijayan (Moderator), Associate Chair of the Centre of Outreach and
Digital Education at IIT Madras

The panel discussion covered a wide range of issues wherein the panellists deliberated upon the
state of education in the technical institutions of India, the challenges of breaking the conventional
pedagogies, the requirements of the industry and the challenges of investing in R&D which can be
addressed by inducting the students in research projects. The new scenario in terms of the role of
Human Resources department and its involvement in identifying innovation, giving space to
diversity, addressing quality and scaling them and inculcating the values of innovation and
change was emphasized. Some of panellists who were alumni of IITs also gave inputs about
fostering a scientific spirit at the school level, and take it ahead with a vigour of providing a
research environment with a cutting edge to students that provide them with ample opportunities
for overcoming all kind of barriers to conduct experimentations. The panel discussion ended with
a question-and-answer session.

This debate was taken ahead on 8 January 2025 through a workshop on Design Curriculum &
Course Structure of UG Engineering Programme at the Jawaharlal Nehru Technological
University, Hyderabad in order to review the existing curriculum. The inaugural session had the
following speakers.

1. Prof.N.V.Ramana, Director, DAAF, IJNTUH.

2. Prof.V.Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE & Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor, INTUH.
3. Prof.K. Vijaya Kumar Reddy, Rector, INTUH.

4. Prof.K.VenkateswaraRao, Registrar, JNTUH.

5. Prof.Pratap Haridoss, Dean (Academic courses), [IT Madras

6

. Prof. Andrew Thangaraj, Chair, Centre for Outreach and Digital Education (CODE), IIT
Madras.

Later Dr. Amit Dutta, Director, AICTE, New Delhi spoke on the AICTE initiatives and Support
System for the Quality Enhancement and Sustenance of Engineering Education.

Dr. Sandhya Chintala, Executive Director, IT-ITeS Skills Council & VP, NASSCOM addressed the
stakeholders about Education and Training for the Next Generation Workforce

Colonel (Retd.) Sai Shankar, P.VSM, Technical Manager, National Quantum Mission, gave an
overview of Quantum Technologies and Relevant Courses for Academic Institutions.

Prof. Andrew Thangaraj, Chair, Centre for Outreach and Digital Education (CODE), IIT Madras
apprised the audience about the initiatives of the IIT Madras on Learning and Teaching Resources
Embedded with Digital Educational and Skill Training.

Dr. N.V. Ramana, Director, DAAF, JNTUH, shared hie views on the Course Structure, Credit
Distribution and Best practices of [INTU, Hyderabad

Dr. J.P. Tegar, Professor of Civil & Environmental Engg., from the National Institute of Technical
Teachers' Training and Research, Bhopal spoke on the Futuristic Curriculum of UG Engineering
Program: Design and Development Considerations
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Empowering Women through Education: Prof. V. Balakista Reddy
Attends 13" Graduation Ceremony of RBVRR Women’s College"

“Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, Telangana Council of Higher Education, addressing the graduates at
the 13th Graduation Ceremony of RBVRR Women's College"

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman of Telangana Council of Higher Education, graced the 13th
Graduation Ceremony of RBVRR Women's College as the Chief Guest on 10th January 2025. The
ceremony marked a significant milestone for the institution, established in 1954, which has been
empowering women through education for over six decades.

During the event, Prof. Reddy emphasized the importance of education in shaping the future of
individuals and society. He congratulated the graduating students on their achievement and
encouraged them to become active contributors to the nation's growth.

The graduation ceremony was a testament to the institution's commitment to academic excellence
and its dedication to nurturing talented and confident women who can make a positive impact in
the world.

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy Inspires Young Minds at
Indus Valley International School’s 8" Annual Day Celebrations

VB Anmnual NDay Celebrations

"Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE, with students and faculty of Indus Valley
International School during the 8" Annual Day celebrations on January 10, 2025

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), attended
the 8th Annual Day celebrations of Indus Valley International School on January 10, 2025, as the
Chief Guest. The event, themed "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" (The World is One Family),
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showcased the school's commitment to fostering global citizenship and cultural exchange.

In his address, Prof. Reddy emphasized the importance of education in shaping the future of
individuals and society. He encouraged the students to become active learners, critical thinkers,
and compassionate global citizens.

The event featured a range of cultural performances, academic exhibitions, and awards
ceremonies, highlighting the school's achievements in academics, arts, and sports.

A Discussion Between TGCHE and University of California, Berkely

An informal meeting between Academic administrators who are also eminent scholars in their
respective domains on 13 January 2025. They deliberated on nurturing a skilled taskforce in India
and on exploring collaborations between the University of California, Berkeley and the technical
intuitions based in Telangana. The attendees in the meeting were - Prof V.Balakista Reddy,
Chairman, Telangana State Council of Higher Education & Vice-Chancellorl/c, Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University, Hyderabad (JNTU), Prof B.S. Murty, Director, IIT Hyderabad, Prof
Solomon Darwin, Director ,Garwood Center for Corporate Innovation, Haas School of Business,
University of California, Berkeley, Prof Murali Krishna, JNTU, Hyderabad and Dr Raj Kumar,
Centre for Migration Medicine, Panel Physician for the US Consulate, Hyderabad.

This was in line with the prevalent objectives of collaborations with institutions for a global
outreach and for seeking benefits of technology transfer in the technical education sector. The
institutions of Telangana have a rich legacy of imparting quality education and in contributing a
skilled taskforce around the globe.

The meeting addressed a range of issues related to the global surge in the demand for Semi-
conductors and the scope of the students of the technical institutions of Telangana to fill the gap
between supply and demand. It was felt that the introduction of diploma courses that lay emphasis
onskill development and empowerment.

The provision of scholarship to students of Telangana and other institutions to attend the proposed
dual degree program and the focus on skill-oriented collaboration and the diversification of new
courses - B. Tech in Sustainability was highlighted. The role of the Indian Corporate sector in terms
of sponsorship must be explored in research and innovation and in the establishment of Special
Centres of Learning. It was felt that the industry - Academia ties are the need of the hour. So, a
provision of involvement of technology intensive industries involved in semiconductors, aviation,
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space programs, automobiles, Mineral extraction, IT sector as part of the corporate social
responsibility.

On the academic front the role of collaboration in the domain of Intellectual Property Rights and
Patents and the exploration of the dual degree program between technical institutions of
Telangana and the University of California was discussed. Programs like B. Tech and even PhD
could have the provision of the involvement of the institutions of Telangana and the United States
and the modalities about the curriculum and research could be worked out.

The provision of FDPs in order to train the faculty of technical institutions for collaborations with
the faculty of University of California and the provision of a standardized course in technology that
is also able to address and overcome regional and cultural diversities and the scope of hybrid
classroom was discussed.

It was emphasized that Education is vital for economic growth and that we must enrich the
students and empower the faculty to take giant strides in the present globalized economic and
technological order. So, India can respond to the growing demands of the global market by also
ensuring that education is at doorstep is possible with the advent of technological progress.

The discussion concluded with exploring scholarship through the Indian diaspora for the students
of Telangana and for exercising a positive approach in wake of the geopolitical trends across the
world.

TGCHE and FICCI Explore Collaboration Opportunities
for Enhancing Higher Education

Chairman, TGCHE, in discussion with FICCI representatives, exploring opportunities for collaboration in
higher education, at the TGCHE office on January 15, 2025.

The Chairman, Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) hosted a meeting with representatives
from the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) at the TGCHE office on January
15, 2025. The meeting aimed to identify potential areas of collaboration between FICCI and TGCHE, with a
focus on enhancing the quality of higher education in Telangana. Dr. Sudhakar Rao, Chairman, FICCI
Telangana Education Committee; Mr Rajiv Julakanti, Head - FICCI Telangana State Council; B Jyostna, Dy
Director, FICCI were present.

Key areas of discussion included competency building and skill development programs for educators,
curriculum revision, startup policies for institutions of higher education, and encouraging student
participation in educational conferences.

This meeting marks a significant step towards fostering industry-academia partnerships and promoting
excellence in higher education.
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TGCHE Announcess Key Initiatives to Strengthen Higher Education
in Telangana

The Telangana Council of Higher Education launched a series of strategic initiatives on 16"
january 2025. It aimes at enhancing employability rate in the state, fostering innovation, and
strengthening collaboration between academia and industry.

A major revision of the undergraduate curriculum is underway to align with global trends and
evolving job market needs. The syllabus revamps aims to integrate practical skills with theoretical
knowledge; ensuring students are industry-ready and equipped with relevant competencies.
Subject-specific committees, led by TGCHE's leadership, are driving this effort, with
implementation expected soon.

In an effort to foster inclusivity and collaboration, TGCHE welcomed suggestions from
stakeholders, including academicians, industry experts, students, and policymakers. A dedicated
'Google form' had been made available on the official website: www.tgche.ac.in. The suggestions
will focus on key areas such as digital transformation, curriculum alignment with industry needs,
faculty development, research enhancement, and improving access and equity in education. This
initiative reflects TGCHE's commitment to promoting excellence and innovation in higher
education across the state.

Additionally, TGCHE introduced an internship programme designed to provide practical
exposure in higher education governance, policy-making, and institutional management. The
internship programme aims to bridge academic learning with real-world challenges, offering
students valuable experience in policy analysis, research, and project management. Interns will
gain networking opportunities with education leaders, contributing to a skilled workforce for
contemporary challenges such as digital transformation and sustainability.

The key objectives are to integrate hands-on learning and industry-relevant knowledge, develop
key employability competencies and to equip students with industry-aligned skills to enhance
global competitiveness.

Subject-specific committees led by TGCHE Chairman and Vice-Chairmen are spearheading the
syllabus revision, with implementation planned soon. The TGCHE has invited suggestions from
stakeholders, including academicians, industry experts, students, and policymakers, to foster
collaboration and inclusivity, through a dedicated Google form for suggestions on its website. The
focus areas for suggestions:

+ Integration of Technology and Digital Transformation.
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+ Curriculum Revamp for Industry Alignment and improve employability.
+ Strengthening Research and Development.

+ Faculty Development Programs.

« Improving Access and Equity.

« Promoting Internships and Skill Development.

The Telangana Council of Higher Education is committed to help students build successful careers,
and to inculcate an innovative thinking and imbibe a culture of lifelong learning. It strives to usher
in towards a future where every deserving student, gets access to education, which transforms
them and help them attain growth, self-reliance, and social progress, across the state of Telangana.
Hence it intends to involve interested students in this project by offering them unpaid internship
and as well as seek feedback from the members of the teaching community and other stakeholders
in general - parents/working professionals/social activists and potential employers.

This is first of its kind as it seeks to directly reach out the stakeholders to ascertain their views
approach, to study their respective experiences, understand the aspirations of our students and to
usher in change by seeking to incorporate their views on the demands pertaining to skill
development, employability, current trends in the society and in the economic system

By addressing the three core components firstly the Students Community - Students are
inalienable part of our future and will play a significant role in the growth and development of our
nation. Secondly - Teaching Community - who play a significant role in the dissemination of
knowledge and in empowering the student community with requisite skills for their professional
growth. The teaching community can help us in identifying the gaps - curriculum and the
demands of the industry, gaps in theory and practical aspects in the curriculum. Finally, we would
like to seek suggestions from the general public particularly from the parents/working
professionals and social activists. While we are in touch with the industry and will solicit their
views directly in our one-to-one interactions.

The attempt of the TGCHE is to seek views from these stakeholders through online is in
consonance with our aim to integrate technology in our day-to-day interaction with the
stakeholders. The feedback and suggestions would be helpful in working towards our objective of
creating a very skilled taskforce from all the streams of knowledge and nurture the benefits of the
demographic dividend wherein we are able to ensure that our nation with a vast population of
youth is well-endowed with knowledge, education and skills to take the nation ahead as a
knowledge power in the fast-changing world.

The rationale behind the internship to students and seeking the feedback will also help students
build successful careers, and to inculcate an innovative thinking and imbibe a culture of lifelong
learning apart from promoting empowerment, social progress and professional growth of
students. While we would strive to make Telangana as one of the leading states in providing
quality higher education, it is also an attempt to serve the larger goal of seeking to promote
economic growth, social justice, social harmony and civic citizenship.
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Book Release: TGCHE Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Attend Literary Event
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“Chairman, TGCHE, and Vice-Chairman, TGCHE, at the book release function of '"Marapurani Gnapakalu’ written
by Prof. Kumbham Madhusudhan Reddy, released by former Supreme Court Justice Sudhershan Reddy on January
18,2025."

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) attended the book release
function of "Marapurani Gnapakalu" written by Prof. Kumbham Madhusudhan Reddy on January 18, 2025. The book
wasreleased by former Supreme Court Justice Sudhershan Reddy.

The event was attended by several prominent personalities, including MLC Kavi, Prof. Kodandaram, a renowned
political activist and retired Professor of Political Science from Osmania University, and Sri. Goreti Venkanna, a
celebrated poet, singer, and lyricist, who is also a Member of Legislative Council (MLC) in Telangana. Additionally,
Sri.Venugopal Reddy, Chairman of Bharat Education Institutions, was also present at the event.

The book release function highlighted the importance of literary contributions to society, and commitment to
promoting academic excellence and cultural enrichment.

Strengthening Academic Ties: TGCHE and APSCHE Collaborate for EXxcellence

“Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE, and Prof. K. Madhu Murthy, Chairman, APSCHE, discussed
collaborative initiatives for academic excellence at the TGCHE office.”

In a significant step towards fostering academic excellence and innovation, Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman ,
Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), and Prof. K. Madhu Murthy, Chairman, Andhra Pradesh State
Council of Higher Education (APSCHE), met at the TGCHE office to explore avenues for mutual cooperation in higher
education on 18th January 2025.

The meeting, held in a cordial and constructive atmosphere, focused on promoting academic excellence, fostering
innovation, and identifying opportunities for joint initiatives that benefit students and faculty across both states. Both
Chairpersons emphasized the importance of collaborative efforts in enhancing the quality of education, research, and
skill developmentin the region.

The exchange of ideas and experiences aimed to lay the foundation for sustainable partnerships between the councils,
marking a pivotal moment in forging stronger ties between Andhra Pradesh and Telangana in the pursuit of
educational advancements.
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Telangana State Universities Gear Up for Transformation

“TGCHE & Vice Chancellors of Telangana State Universities gather at the Telangana Secretariat for a preliminary
meeting to discuss key reforms and pending issues."”

A preliminary meeting (HCM Meeting) was convened by the Secretary to Government, Higher Education
Department, on January 21, 2025, at the Telangana Secretariat. The meeting brought together all Vice
Chancellors of state universities to discuss key achievements, reforms, and pending issues requiring
government approval. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman & Secretary TGCHE also attended the meeting.

Major Discussion Points:

» Reforms and Achievements: Highlighting major reforms undertaken by state universities and their
significant achievements in academics, research, and infrastructure development.

> Pending Issues: Addressing pending issues that require government approval, including
recruitment, service matters, infrastructure development, and academic and research initiatives.

International Collaboration in Higher Education: A New Era of Knowledge Sharing
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“Academic team from Manchester Metropolitan University meets Chairman, TGCHE, at the British Deputy
High Commission to discuss international collaborations in higher education.”

A delegation of academics from Manchester Metropolitan University's Design School and Fashion School
met with Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) on 22nd
January 2025 at the British Deputy High Commission. The meeting aimed at exploring opportunities for
internationalizing their programs and establishing Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) with
institutions of Higher Educationin Telangana.
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The academic team from Manchester Metropolitan University comprised:
- Dr. Rachelle Viader Knowles, Head of International for Arts and Humanities

Dr. Wahida Khandker, Senior Lecturer

Dr. Christopher Thomas, Lecturer

Ms. Prachi Hajela, Country Manager
- Caroline Collier, Lecturer in TESOL

This meeting marked a significant step towards fostering global collaborations in higher education. By
sharing knowledge, expertise, and resources, institutions can enhance the quality of education, promote
cultural exchange, and drive innovation.

Empowering Future Leaders: Chairman TGCHE Graces
Loyola Academy’s 9" Convocation

9th Graduation Day
Celebrations 25th January, 2025
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“Chairman, TGCHE, gracing the 9" Convocation Day of Loyola Academy Degree & PG College as Chief
Guest, inspiring young graduates to become future leaders."

The Loyola Academy Degree & PG College celebrated its 9th Convocation Day on 25" January 2025,
marking a significant milestone in the academic journey of its graduating students. Chairman, Telangana
Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), attended the ceremony as the Chief Guest, imparting valuable
insights and inspiration to the young graduates.

During the convocation, degrees were conferred upon students who successfully completed their
undergraduate and postgraduate programs. The Chairman, TGCHE, congratulated the graduates on their
achievement and encouraged them to become active contributors to society.
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Innovating the Future: Chairman TGCHE Addresses National Seminar
on Databhase Application Program Interface:

“Chairman, TGCHE, addressing the National Seminar on Innovative Techniques in Associating Database
Application Program Interface at Smt. A. Syamala Devi Degree College for Women on January 25, 2025."

Smt. A. Syamala Devi Degree College for Women hosted a National Seminar on "Innovative
Techniques in Associating Database Application Program Interface" on January 25, 2025.
Chairman, Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), attended the seminar as the Chief
Guest, sharing his expertise and insights on the latest trends and innovations in database
technology.

The seminar brought together experts, researchers, and students to explore the latest
advancements and challenges in database application program interfaces. The Chairman, TGCHE,
delivered a keynote address, highlighting the significance of innovative techniques in database
technology and their applications in various fields.

Chairman, TGCHE, Graced ANCIPS Conference as Guest of Honour
Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE, addressing the gathering at ANCIPS conference

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman of Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), attended
the ANCIPS conference on "Neurobiology of Illness to Wellness" as the Guest of Honour at HICC,
Hyderabad on January 25,2025.

During the conference, Prof. Reddy highlighted the importance of fostering collaboration between
academia, industry, and healthcare professionals to advance our understanding of the
neurobiology of illness and wellness. His presence and address added significant value to the
conference, inspiring researchers and experts to work together towards promoting wellness and
combatingillness.
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Unveiling of Dr. B. R. Amhedkar’s Statue at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Open
University, Hyderabad

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Telangana, along with other distinguished dignitaries, unveiling the statue of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Open University, Hyderabad.

Hyderabad, 26th January 2025. The unveiling ceremony of the statue of Bharat Ratna Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
was held with great reverence at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Open University (BRAOU), Hyderabad. The
momentous occasion was graced by the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Telangana as the Chief Guest, along with
the Hon'ble Minister for Transport and BC Welfare.

The event witnessed the esteemed presence of the Chief Secretary to the Government of Telangana, the
Secretary of the Education Department, and the Vice-Chancellor of BRAOU. The Chairman of the
Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) attended as the Guest of Honour and highlighted Dr.
Ambedkar's contributions to India's constitutional framework and educational reforms, social justice, and
nation-building.

In his address, the Hon'ble Chief Minister underscored the values and vision of Dr. Ambedkar, emphasizing

the importance of inclusive education and equal opportunities for all. The dignitaries paid floral tributes to
the statue, reaffirming their commitment to upholding his legacy in shaping an equitable society.

TGCHE Chairman Prof. V. Balakista Reddy Joins Hands with ASEZ
for 'Save the Earth’ Initiative

“Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE,
joins ASEZ members for the 'Save the Earth'
initiative at Sanjeevayya Park, Hyderabad, &
promoting environmental conservation and
sustainability.”

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, Telangana
Council of Higher Education (TGCHE) attended the
'Save the Earth' initiative organized by ASEZ (A to Z
Save the Earth) at Sanjeevayya Park, Hyderabad on January 27, 2025.

The event, which drew nearly 200 ASEZ members, featured an extensive cleanliness drive around the park,
its surrounding areas, and the nearby lake.

In his inaugural address, Prof. Reddy emphasized the importance of environmental conservation and
protection in the 21st century, highlighting it as a pressing challenge that surpasses socio-economic and
political issues.

Prof. Reddy commended ASEZ for their commitment to environmental causes, praising their efforts in
organizing initiatives that raise awareness and inspire positive change. He expressed pride in seeing the
youth actively involved in preserving the environment and contributing towards a cleaner and greener
future.
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Government of Telangana, Higher Education (UE) Department
G.0.Ms.No.3

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
ABSTRACT
Higher Education Department - Enhancement of age of superannuation of regular
Teachers working in the Universities of the State of Telangana under the
administrative control of Higher Education Department and who are drawing UGC
scale of pay in Universities in the State from 60 years to 65 years - Orders - Issued.

HIGHER EDUCATION (UE) DEPARTMENT

G.0.Ms.No.3, Dated.28.01.2025
Read:

From the Secretary, TGCHE Lr.No.3012/TGCHE/UMS/Enhancement of
superannuation/2025, dt.28.01.2025.

3%k %k

ORDER:

The Secretary, Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), Hyderabad in
the reference read above has informed that in the State Universities, the last
recruitment taken up in 2013. Since, then, many teachers have retired. The quality
of education and research in universities suffering due to acute shortage of university
teachers including in getting NAAC/NBA/NRIF/National/International Accreditations
and Rankings. The Council opined that, in order to keep up expertise and also to
retain the senior most faculty in the Telangana State Universities for some more time
that facilities maintaining the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
grading and to protect the quality of teaching, research and academic standards in
the Universities, and to maintain an academic ecosystem in universities, the age of
superannuation may be enhanced from 60-65 years.

2. He has further stated that the Department of Higher Education, Ministry of
Human Resources Development, Government of India addressed the Lr.No.1l-
32/2006-U. II/U.I(1), Dt.31.12.2008 to University Grants Commission(UGC), New
Delhi communicating the scheme of the revision of pay scale for teachers and
equivalent cadre in Universities and Colleges following the revised pay scales of
Central Govt. employees. Accordingly, the UGC implemented to the revised pay
scales to all the Central Universities and centrally funded institutions and informed
all the States to implement the same to the Universities and Colleges implementing
UGC Scales. The UGC pay scales are being implemented by the Government of
Telangana to the teachers of all state universities and colleges where ever UGC Scales

are applied.

3. The Secretary, Telangana Council of Higher Education, Hyderabad has stated
that based on the UGC Regulations 2018, the Government of Telangana vide
G.0.Ms.No.15 Dt.29.06.2019 implemented the UGC Revised Pay Scales, 2016 to the
Teaching staff in Universities and Colleges with effect from 01.01.2016. Therefore,
he has requested to enhance the age of superannuation of university teachers from
60 to 65 years in the State.

4. Government after careful examination of the matter, hereby enhance the age
of superannuation of regular teachers working in the State Universities of the
Telangana under the administrative control of Higher Education Department from 60
years to 65 years. The enhanced age of superannuation is applicable only to the
teaching faculty, who are drawing UGC Scale of pay in the State Universities of
Telangana under the administrative control of Higher Education Department.

5. The Registrars of all the Universities in the State under the administrative
control of Higher Education Department shall take necessary consequential action.

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNOR OF TELANGANA)

DR.YOGITA RANA
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

To:
All the Registrars of Universities of the State of Telangana under the administrative

control of Higher Education Department.
(PTO)
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Copy to:

The Secretary, Telangana State Council of Higher Education, Hyderabad.
The Commissioner of Collegiate Education, Hyderabad.

The Accountant General, Telangana, Hyderabad.

The Director of Treasuries and Accounts, Telangana, Hyderabad.

The Joint Secretary, UGC, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-2.

The Joint Secretary to Govt. of India, MHRD, Dept. of Higher Education,
New Delhi.

The Law Department
The P.S. to Secretary to CM.

P.S.to Secretary to Govt., H.E. Dept.
SF/SCs.

//FORWARDED :: BY ORDER//

QW.—
SECTION OFFICER

Workshop on All India Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) held in TGc_HE:

’ BOOTRm GRS DY, 0D

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE, addressing the workshop

A workshop on All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) was organized by the Telangana Council of
Higher Education (TGCHE) at its office in Hyderabad on January 27, 2025. The workshop aimed to prepare
a sound database on higher education in the country and discuss issues related to uploading data on the
AISHE portal.

The workshop was attended by University Nodal Officers (UNOs), Sectoral Officers from the Ministry of
Education, and officials from AISHE and TGCHE. Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE,
emphasized the importance of the AISHE database and its uses. Shri. Sourabh Kant, Assistant Director,
AISHE, sorted out queries and insisted on speeding up the process of uploading data before the deadline of
February 15; 2025.The workshop appreciated the efforts of the Telangana state government in organizing
the event.
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Chairman, TGCHE Makes Surprise Visit to NMIMS Hyderabad
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Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE, interacting with students and faculty at NMIMS Hyderabad
campus in Jadcherla

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman of Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), made a surprise
visit to NMIMS Hyderabad campus in Jadcherla on January 30, 2025. During his visit, he interacted with
students and management, sharing his insights on the importance of quality education, innovation, and
industry-academia collaboration

TGCHE Chairman Launches Diary & Calendar 2025 for Telangana Retired
College Teachers Association
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"Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE, Launching the Diary 2025 for the Telangana Retired
College Teachers Association on January 31,2025."

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, Telangana Council of Higher Education (TGCHE), attended
the Launch of the Diary & Calendar 2025 for the Telangana Retired College Teachers Association
(TRCTA) on January 31, 2025.

The event marked an important milestone for the association, which aims to promote the welfare
and interests of retired college teachers in Telangana. The diary, which was unveiled by Prof.
Reddy, serves as a symbol of the association's commitment to its members and the broader
education community.

In his remarks, Prof. Reddy emphasized the importance of recognizing the contributions of retired
teachers and promoting their continued engagement with the education sector. He also expressed
his appreciation for the association's efforts to support its members and advance the cause of
educationin Telangana.
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stated.

Regarding TGCHE, Prof
Reddy mentioned that the
council is considering pro-
viding study materials to
degree students starting in the
upcoming academic year. This
initiative aims to help students
from rural and economncally
ds
access quahty educational
resources. He noted that the
TGCHE is prioritising curricu-
lum revamping and has formed
subject- -specific committees for
this purpose in undergradyate
courses,

for pensioners called “Ad-
ministration at the Doorsteps
of the Needy”. This platform
enables pensioners to report
their issues online, eliminati ing
the need for in-person visits

to offices. He also announced
that the arrears related to the
Ppay revision of teachers for the
period from 2016 to 2019 have
been released. Addmonaﬂy the
Vice-Chancellor

that initiatives are bemg under-
taken to address the concerns
of non-teaching staff, as well as
the issues faced by outsourced
employees and contract teach-
ers. “It is our Tesponsibility to
prioritize our staff. Our team
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TG varsities face,
faculty shortage

As per details, out of 2,817 teaching posts, 2,060 are vacant

YUVRAJ AKULA

HYDERABAD

Osmania University, one the
oldest and prestigious uni-
versities in the country, has
been operating with just 28
per cent regular faculty out
of a sanctioned strength of
1,267 positions.

Of the total sanctioned
posts, 354 teachers, includ-
ing professors, associate and
assistant professors, are cur-
rently on the university
rolls. This means, vacancies
are more than thrice the reg-
ular working staff.

The vacancies will further
increase as another 19 senior
professors in various de-
partments are set to super-
annuate this year. This
month alone, three profes-
sors, one each from Busi-
ness Management, Chem-
istry, and Physics
departments will retire.

With departments wit-
nessing  superannuations
and no regular recruitment
insight, the student-teacher
ratio, which is considered
one of the parameters for

educational standards and
rankings, is taking a heavy
beating.

The situation has become
so0 alarming that several de-
partments, including An-
cient Indian History, Cul-
ture and Archaeology,
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication, and Psychol-
ogy are being operated
without a single professor.

Further, the OU that had
been established as the first

Wednesday
January 8, 2025

HYDERABAD

()smaniq University has been operating with just 28 per cent
regular faculty out of a sanctioned strength of 1,267 positions.

O<_smania University announces
third, fifth semester results

HYDERABAD: The results for the third and fifth semes-
ter regular examinations of the Osmania University
have been announced on Tuesday.

The results are for different courses of the third and
fifth semester regular examinations of the university in
the subjects of the BSc, BCom, BBA and BA.

The examinations for the choice-based credit system
(CBCS) programmes results of which were declared by
the university on Tuesday were earlier conducted in the

month of November 2024.

The students of these courses of the Osmania Uni-
versity can check their results on the university web-
site. The results were placed by the university on Tues-
day on the official website www.osmania.ac.in.

From the website, the students can check their indi-
vidual results by clicking on the examination branch
link and enter their hall ticket number.

university in the country
with Urdu medium of in-
struction does not have a
single regular faculty to
teach in the Urdu depart-
ment, reflecting the state of
affairs in the university.

The university is some-
how running the show with
contract and part-time
teachers who are being
forced to take the addi-
tional workload of the su-
perannuated teachers for

meager salaries in compar-
ison with regular counter-
parts,

Further, as several pro-
fessors are retiring each
year, the university is
forced to reduce the PhD
intake, which in turn affects
the research work.

The OU is not alone. All
the State universities are on
the same page. As per the
latest details available with
the Telangana Council of
Higher Education, out of
2,817 teaching posts in the
12 universities in the state,
2,060 posts are vacant in
2024, an increase from 1,977
in 2023.

The previous BRS gov-
ernment brought in Telan-
gana Universities Common
Recruitment Bill 2022 for
smooth and transparent re-
cruitment in universities.
However, the Bill, which
was referred by former
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan to the Presi-
dent of India for assent,
never saw light of the day.

Meanwhile, the Congress
government is yet to take a
call on recruitment in the
universities. The Council
recently constituted a five-
member high-level commit-
tee headed by Dr BRAQU
Vice Chancellor Prof.
Ghanta Chakrapani to pre-
pare modalities for the re-
cruitment of teaching staff
in the State Universities
and their superannuation,
in alignment with the UGC

regulations, and asked for a
report by January 25.

QHE TIMES OF INDIA, HYDERABAD, TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2025

UGC proposes big shake-up'
in teacher, VC appointments

Draft EyesNEP  NEW RECRUITMENT NORMS

Alignment,
‘Inclusivity &

Subject Flexibility: Candidates
canteachbasegqnt@eirhighest

Highlights of the latest draft UGC regulations

Recognising Innovation:
Criteria now include teaching
i ions, digital content,

T Ty d
Fle)“bll |ty regardless of prior degree and community engagement
i subjects or NET focus Revised Librarian and
@:‘ilmes ofindia C:m Expanded Vice-Chancellor Sports Roles: Emphasis on
¥ Eligibility: F ional gitisati d b;
" it from fields like industry. sports, and public
i gf::“? ?}h" 'Ijhe{Um};rae;s;ntx and policymaking with health contributions
 veiledthedraftof its 2025 reg. | academic contributions Professor of Practice:
| Wations, introducing some | arenow eligible Industry experts can
groundbreakingchangeslike | Inclusivity Focus: join HEIs for teaching
candidates can now only | Relaxations for EWS and research outside
teach the subject in which | and PwD categories sanctioned posts
i they have the highest aca- | alongside SC/ST/OBC, Improved Leadership
 demic degree Butif acandi- | With emphasis on Indian Selection: Vice-Chancellor
i date wants to teach another | languagesin academia appointments ensure
. subject, different from their i through

highest academic specialisa-
tion, then the National Eligi-
bility Test (NET) for that sub-
jectneedstobe cleared.

For example, a candidate
with a PhD in chemistry, de-
spite holding abachelor’s in
mathematics and a master’s
in physics, would now only

| qualify toteach chemistry:

The regulations have also

; significantly broadened the

@

eligibility criteria for selec-
tionof vicechancellors—dis-
tinguished  professionals
from fields such as industry,
public administration and
policymaking, and with a
proven record of academic
contributions, can now be
considered for this role.
Stakeholders have been invit-
edtoreview thedraft and sub-
mit their feedback.
Inclusivity is another im-
portant aspect of these re-
forms. The new draft explicit-
ly includes relaxations for ec-
onomically weaker sections
and persons with disabilities,
alongside existing provisions
for SC, ST and OBC candi-
dates. It also encourages the
useof Indian languages in re-
search and teaching, and pro-
moting cultural alignment
withnational priorities.
The proposed reforms,

i aimed at modernising the

Teaching candidates will e
assessed on practical teaching

expert-led committees
Strict Compliance Measures:

and research aptitude HEs violating regulations

Fair Career Advancement: risk penalties like exclusion

Promotions consider leave for | from UGC schemes and

maternity, childcare, or study | degree programmes
recruitment and promotion — community, rather than rig-

framework for teachers and
academic staff in higher edu-
cation institutions, super-
sede the 2018 guidelines,
promising to foster inclusivi-
ty, flexibility and alignment
with the National Education
Policy (NEP)2020.
Releasing the draft, Union
educationminister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said, “By pro-
moting flexibility, inclusivity
and recognising diverse tal-
ents, weare paving the way for
a dynamic academic future
for India.” He emphasised the
timely nature of these re-
forms in light of the ongoing
implementationof NEP-2020.
The draft also extends
the scope of qualifications
by introducing provisions
that recognise professional
achievements, such as in-
novative teaching methods,
digitalcontent creation and
contributions to research
funding. “Therevised regu-
lations ensure that contri-
butions to knowledge and

id qualifications, are val-
ued,” UGC chairperson M
Jagadesh Kumar said.

It emphasise transparen-
cy and objectivity in recruit-
ment. For example, candi-
dates applying for teaching
may be assessed on their
teaching and research apti-
tude through seminars or lec-
tures. In addition, faculty pro-
motion under the career ad-
vancement scheme will now
account for periods of leave
takenfor maternity, childcare
or study, ensuring fairness in
career progression.

The draft also outlinesup-
dated qualifications for posi-
tions such as librarians and
directors of physical educa-
tion. Librarians will now be
evaluated on their contribu-
tions to digitisation and com-
munity engagement, while

States, private
univs object to
NEP rider for
college ratings

New Delhi/Bengaluru:
The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC)'s draft notifi-
cation to grade Higher Edu-
cation Institutions (HEISs)
based on their implementa-
tion of the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020 has
metwithresistancefromuni-
versities in Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, and other states.
These states, which have not
adopted the NEP, argue that
the proposed framework
could prove disadvantageous
to their institutions and stu-
dents, report Manash Go-
hain & Sruthy Susan Ullas.
The notification, issued
on Jan 3, 2025, outlines a plan
to evaluate HEIs through a
two-step process, emphasis-
ing NEP implementation to
grant privileges and entitle-
ments under various UGC
regulations. Universities in
states such as Tamil Nadu,
which donot recognise NEP-
driven four-year integrated
degree programmes, have
raised concerns over stu-
dents losing out on govt job
opportunities due to non-
equivalence.
Vice-chancellors of sev-
eral universities have ques-
tioned thefairness of sucha
system. A key contention is
the weightage given to ad-
missions through CUET.
While the test is central to
NEP's vision, universities
from states not implement-
ing the policy find the re-
quirement problematic.
UGChasinvitedfeedback
from stakeholders through
anonline platform, witha80-

n
sports and public health ini-
tiatives will form key crite-
ria for physical education
directors.

day window for .
However, thegrowingopposi-
tionunderscores the tension
between centralised poli;
ciesand state autonom;

Two-day meet held on bridging gap beween industry, academia

@ Focuses on next
generation workforce for
innovation

® Workshop on designing
curriculum and course
structure for UG
Engineering programme
organised

Hans NEwSs SERVICE
HYDERABAD

A two-day event was held on
January 7 and 8 to address
the gaps between industry
and academia and their im-
pact on creating a skilled
workforce in today's world.
On January 7, II'T Madras,
in collaboration with the Tel-
angana Council of Higher
Education (TGCHE), organ-
ised an industry-academia
conclave in Hyderabad fo-
cusing on educating and
training the next-generation
workforce for innovation.
TGCHE Chairman Prof
Balakista Reddy emphasised
integrating technology with
education. He noted exten-
sive opportunities to explore

e s

in the wake of liberalisation
and the privatisation of edu-
cation. The surge in digitali-
sation and the experiences
from the pandemic have led
to what he termed “Civilisa-
tion”, which has significantly
influenced industry and aca-
demia. He concluded by stat-
ing that state-controlled in-
dustries have been replaced
by private enterprises, result-
ing in a surge of innovation,
extending from deep sea to
outer space.

Prof Pratap Haridoss,
Dean (Academics) at IIT
Madras, acknowledged the
existing gaps between in-
dustry and academia and
expressed the importance of
bridging those gaps.
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Prasanth Nandella, Presi-
dent of the Hyderabad Soft-
ware Enterprises Associa-
tion, called for the creation
of groundbreaking solutions
and stressed the need for fac-
ulty members to understand
the industry's requirements
while redesigning student
learning skills. This was fol-
lowed by a panel discussion
featuring experts from both
industry and  academia,
including  Srividya Ram-
akrishnan, Head of R&D for
Drug Substance at Aurigene
Pharmaceutical Services
Ltd, Sajad Ahmed Shaik,
Global Head of Learning
for Insights & Data unit at
Capgemini, Prof Prathap
Haridoss, Dean (Academic

Courses), [IT Madras, Naga
Bharath Daka, Co-Founder
and Chief Operating Of-
ficer of Skyroot Aerospace,
Prashanth Nandella, Presi-
dent of Hyderabad Software
Enterprises Association,
Prof Vignesh Muthuvijay-
an (moderator), Associate
Chair of the Centre of Out-
reach and Digital Education
at IIT Madras.

‘The panel discussion cov-
ered variou ues, with the
panellists discussing the state
of education in India's tech-
nical institutions, the chal-
lenges of breaking conven-
tional pedagogies, industry
requirements, and the diffi-
culties in investing in R&D,
which could be addressed

by involving students in re-
search projects.

The topic of the workshop
during the second day was
on designing the curriculum
and course structure for the
UG Engineering Programme
held at Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University
(INTUH), Hyderabad, to re-
view the existing curriculum,
The speakers were - Prof NV
Ramana, Director, DAAF
JNTUH, Prof V Balakista
Reddy, Chairman, TGCHE
&  Vice-Chancellor, JN-
TUH, Prof K Vijaya Kumar
Reddy, Rector, INTUH, Prof
K Venkateswara Rao, Reg-
istrar, INTUH, Prof Pratap
Haridoss, Dean (Academic
Courses), IIT Madras, Prof
Andrew Thangaraj, Chair,
Centre for Outreach and
Digital Education (CODE),
IIT Madras Later, Dr Amit
Dutta, Director of AICTE,
New Delhi, who spoke on
the AICTE initiatives and

support systems for enhanc-
ing and maintaining quality
in engineering education. Dr
Sandhya Chintala, Executive

Director of the IT-ITeS Skills
Council and Vice President
of NASSCOM, addressed
stakeholders about educa-
tion and training for the
next generation workforce.
Colonel Sai Shankar, PVSM
(Retd), Technical Manager
for the National Quantum
Mission, provided an over-
view of quantum technolo-
gies and relevant courses for
academic institutions. Prof
Andrew Thangaraj apprised
the audience about II'T Ma-
dras’ initiatives on learning
and teaching resources em-
bedded with digital educa-
tion and skill training.

Dr NV Ramana shared in-
sights into the course struc-
ture, credit distribution, and
best practices at JNTUH,
while Dr JP Tegar, Professor
of Civil & Environmental
Engineering at the National
Institute of Technical Teach-
ers’ Training and Research
in Bhopal, discussed the fu-
turistic curriculum of UG
engineering  programmes,
design and  development
considerations.
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