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TGCHE, APS CHE EXPLORE COLLABORATI ONS

@ Move to strengthen
academic and
institutional
collaborations

Hans NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE chairmen of the two
Telugu States, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, High-
er Education councils met
on Saturday to discuss in-
stitutional collaboration.
According to the Telan-
gana Council of Higher Ed-
ucation (TGCHE), Prof V
Balakista Reddy, Chairman
of the TGCHE, and Prof

K. Madhu Murthy, Chair-
man of the Andhra Pradesh
State Council of Higher
Education (APSCHE}, have
met in the TGCHE office to
discuss ways to strengthen
academic and institutional

collaboration.

The meeting took place
in a friendly and construc:
tive atmosphere, focus-
ing on exploring avenues
for mutual cooperation
in higher education. Dis-

cussions centered around

promoting academic excel-
lence, fostering innovation
in education, and identify-
ing opportunities for joint
initiatives that would ben-

efit students and faculty in

both states.

Both the Council heads
emphasised the signifi-
cance of  collaborative
efforts to enhance the
quality of educa-
tion, research, and
skill development in the re-
gion. The exchange of ideas
and experiences aimed to
establish a foundation for
sustainable  partnerships
between the councils.

This meeting marks a
pivotal moment in build-
ing stronger ties between
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana in the pursuit of edu-
cational advancements.
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Andhra, TG
discuss joint
initiatives in
education

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Heads of the councils of
higher education in Telan-
gana and A.P. met here on
Saturday to discuss mea-
sures to strengthen aca-
demic and institutional
collaboration.

A.P. State Council of
Higher Education chair-
man K. Madhu Murthy
called on his Telangana
counterpart V. Balakista
Reddy at the latter’s office.
The two discussed matters
on promoting academic ex-
cellence, fostering innova-
tion in education and iden-
tifying opportunities for
joint initiatives that would
benefit students and the fa-
culty in both the states, ac-
cording to a press release.

Mr. Balakista Reddy and
Mr. Madhu Murthy empha-
sised the importance of
collaborative efforts in en-
hancing the quality of edy-
cation, research and skill
development in the region.
The exchange of ideas and
experiences aimed at lay-
ing the foundation for sus- |
tainable partnerships bet-
ween the councils.

The meeting marks a pi-
votal moment in forging
stronger ties between And-
hira Pradesh and Telanga-
na, the release said.
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Republic Day
celebrated at TGCHE

Hans NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE 76th Republic Day was
celebrated at the Telangana
State Council of Higher Edu-
cation (TGCHE), and Chair-
man, Professor V Balakista
Reddy, unfurled the national
flag at the Council office. The
event was celebrated with
great enthusiasm and was at-
tended by Vice-Chairmen
Professor Etikaala Purush-
otham and Professor SK Mo-
hammed, Also present were
the Secretary of TGCHE,
Professor Sriram Venkatesh,
Joint Secretary CS Prakash,
members: of the Telangana
State Council of Higher Edu-
cation, and the Telangana Fee
Regulatory Committee.
Speaking at the event,
Professor V Balakista Reddy
remarked that the Chief Min-
ister envisions Telangana as
a leader in education in In-
dia. In pursuit of this vision,
institutions such as the Skill
University and the Sports

University have been estab-
lished, paving the way for
transformative changes in the
education sector.

He also highlighted the
state government’s initiatives
aimed at prioritising the as-
pirations of the youth and
creating employment oppor-
tunities. The Chairman em-
phasised the importance of
commemorating those who
dedicated their lives to the
freedom struggle and hon-
ouring the sacrifices of the
martyrs. He urged everyone
to uphold the spirit of unity
and harmony in the country.
Additionally, he reiterated the
active role played by the Tel-
angana State Council of High-
er Education in the advance-
ment of higher education in
the state. He encouraged all
members of the Council to
continue confributing dili-
gently and meaningfully in |
their respective capacities to
the academic and develop- -
mental progress of both the
state and the nation, i
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TGCHE Chairman lauds

- ASEZ Save the Earth initiative

Haws NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE Chairman of the Telan-
gana Council of Higher Edu-
cation (TGCHE), Professor
V Balakista Reddy, empha-
sised that one of the major
challenges faced. by society
is the conservation and pro-
tection of the environment.
He stated that these issues
are even more pressing than
socio-economic and political
COncerns.

Professor Reddy partici- -

pated in the ‘Save the Earth’
initiative organized by ASEZ
(A to Z Save the Earth), which
operates in 175 countries
globally. The event took place
at Sanjeevayya Park in Hy-
derabad. He rema ked, “Pro-
tecting our planet is crucial
for the sustainability of future
generations?

The event, which began in
the morning, saw the enthu-
siastic participation of nearly
200 ASEZ members. They en-
gaged in an extensive cleanli-
ness drive around the park

and its surrounding areas,
including the nearby lake.
The Chairman commended
ASEZ for its commitment to
environmental causes, stat-
ing, “The efforts of ASEZ in
organising such an impactful
initiative are commendable.
Initiatives like these raise
awareness and inspire posi-
tive change in outr commu-
nities. It is a proud moment
to see our youth actively in-
volved in preserving the envi-
ronment and contributing to
a cleaner and greener future”
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TGCHE opp
says it ‘derails autono

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana Council of
Higher Education (TGCHE)
has formed a committee to
scrutinise and suggest the
government on the con-
tents of the Draft UGC Reg:-
ulations, 2025, which are
preliminarily understood
by the government as
‘usurping State rights and
an attack on the
Constitution’.

TGCHE chairman V. Ba-
lakishta Reddy said, “The
Centre is promoting the
draft with three goals — in-
creasing transparency, im-
proving quality in higher
education institutions and
for alignment with Nation-

B

al Education Policy. But
this wholly undermines
the autonomy of universi-
ties and the Centre-State
relations.”

Addressing the press,
Mr. Reddy along with his
core team, disclosed the
objections in the Draft. Its
full report will be submit-
ted to the govermment
soon. According to the Te-
Jangana Council of Higher
Education officials, the
Draft UGC (Minimum Qual-
ifications for Appointment
and Promotion of Teachers
and Academic Staff in Un-
iversities and Colleges and
measures for the Mainte-
nance of Standards in
Higher Education) Regula-
tions 2025, with respect to

oses UGC

—— — = THE HINDU —==="=

Hyderabad

the State government, has
three major problems — re-
cruitment,  promotions
and the appointment of
the Vice Chancellor.
«There is increased cen-
tralisation of roles and
scope for backdoor entry.
There is no role of the State
government in appoint-
ment of the Vice Chancel-
lor. While an academician
with at least 10 years as a
professor at a university
can become a VC, the Draft
allows any individual from
industry, public policy and
administration, and not
necessarily academics, t©
become a VC,” the officials
said, explaining more fea-
tures like publications, ap-
pointments and

Draft Regulations,
my of universities

promotions.

TGCHE Vice Chairman
E. Purushotam, expressing
his strong opposition,
went ahead and called out
student unions, university
students, officials and re-
presentatives (o protest
against the Draft.

Minister of Education
Dharmendra Pradhan re-
leased the Draft Regula-
tions on January 6 and ob-
jections can be registered
by the State till February 6.

Meanwhile, the Karna-
taka government has de-
cided to conduct a concla-
ve with Ministers of Higher
Education of all opposing
States on February 5 and a
joint resolution Opposing
the Draft will be passed.

i



TG slams new UGC
orders, demands
varsities’ autonomy

MRITTIKA BANERJEE | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN.27

Chairman of the
Telangana State Council
of Higher Education
Balakista Reddy on
Monday expressed con-
cerns at the 25 regula-
tions of the University
Grants Commission's
(UGCO).

These have been criti-
cised by Telangana,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.
He said that these rules,
in their current form,
appear to reduce the
autonoemy of universi-
ties and weaken the role
of state governments in
higher education.

“The Chief Ministers
of Kerala and Tamil
Nadu have already
voiced their objections,
while stressing the need
to: safeguard a universi-
ty's independence and
upholding federal princi-
ples. Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy shares
these concerns and is
engaging with other
states to form a collec-
tive approach,” Reddy
sald at a press confer-
ence here.

One of the main issues
that was discussed was
the appointment of vice-
chancellors. Reddy
explained that the cur-
rent system gives gover-
nors, who are nominated
by the Centre, almost
complete authority in
these decisions and
leaves states with little
involvement.

“Governors, being
political appointees.
should not have absolute
control over decisions
that impact the future of

universities. A better
balance needs to be
struck between the roles
of governors, the judici-
ary, and state govern-
ments,” he said.

Reddy cited the exam-
ple of Nalsar University
about the extent academ-
ic freedom can achieve.
“Nalsar operates inde-
pendently, follows the
Bar Couneil syllabus,
and avoids political
interference. It shows
how autonomy allows
institutions to flourish.
Unfortunately, the new
regulations seem to take
away the state’s voice in
such matters,” he said.

He also addressed the
National Education
Policy (NEP), which has
been another area of
contention.

While the policy brings -
some changes that could
improve transparency
and benefit students,
Reddy noted that certain
provisions appear to
overstep into areas that

should remain under
state control.
He added that

Telangana, along with
Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
had submitted detailed
reports and written
objections to the UGC.

These documents call
for protecting the inde-
pendence of academic
institutions and min-
imising political inter-
ference.

Reddy opined that
changes aimed at
improving education are
welcome, but they
should not come at the
cost of state conirol or
the autonomy of univer-
sities.

=



5@300%65@@5, 0¥ 28 2556 2025

M S

/ o 2S.. o DBIDoD?

o canddh S
;80800
+ 30,80 0eRH D
Bey 8% &30S0
® éadémémm@qé
D208 wee8pdd
Irdorard, 2550 21 (%5505
8vorree): (Pahdy oﬁm@aéﬁgegeéa
o aigone BhyBhS) B6&
2850 Borowoitdiosd oorre
a8 urgoosd RS @R
erel0s ooty [rodl) K2
48 (Chrad)d Hhows. Srdrd
¢35 &) g srong
ochos® Fsharto AEErcDS O
$the HEPIH0S® wahd Brér
=6, argEd, ddo ddsriop
e Deose NS (@D Brded)
sod® Soytlo Koy (versd)
BenBotnord SO, chred
Bt SpE08pH HEtemt.
& SrossEe pIORaTH %)
ey ciod, She Qofrssren
Grormr Bodo JHEE BrohA,

el

;m T

) enre QO
: | omred
A\, $tio B

S 4 3 h - 528D
i_ ! i, ; '3)5“&
e

y : oS

&t DEES 4188 HEEHD, TR
seydod Bapbder go@so g
ofren aanohd Sdart. & &y
SFes’® son $Hop & RRIAESS
SairsdhotD §0oe s, &
QIRY oerrS o7y (@Hehengs w0l
B0 Bk, alrdd BrEt
sred B8 B8 e U"%m eﬁgﬂaé
RTah, S8 Boorres S0
850884 chrddd Spordl 39
Boweth. ahrdd 8D, Brguds
o wiigosto Hodin Swe
oraired ool adki Eoed.
)8 doegiord OGS @
36 IRy, Soerpdrs, adsro HW
o, Hookd =8ty Food Bo¥
85 ST,




THE NEW
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EXPRESS

HYDERABAD

TELAN

p .
'TGCHE opposes UGC’s

latest draft regulations

AARTI KASHYAP@Hv.qerquq

TELANGANA Council of High-
er Education (TGCHE) on Mon-
day criticised the latest draft of
the UGC (Minimum Qualifica-
tions for Appointment & Promo-
tion of Teachers and Academic
Staff in Universities and Col-
leges and Measures for the
Maintenance of Standards in
Higher Education) Regulations,
2025, which was released by the
Centre on January 6.
TGCHE chairman V
Balakista Reddy said the
draft was a dilution to the
academic standards in

experience can also be consid-
ered for the post of the VC.

He said that going by the new
draft, the state would have no
role in appointing the VCs and
was subjected to serious
objection.

The chairman pointed out that
the new draft does not specify
the standards for research publi-
cations but only mentions peer
reviews and that the frequent
changes in norms by the UGC
were leading to confusion in the
higher institutions. He

further informed that a

cominittee was formed
to review the draft and

the high education insti.

areport will be submit-

tutions as he also opposed
the procedure of appoint-
ment of vice chancellors to
the universities,

As per the existing regula-
tions, a vice-chancellor is ap-
pointed only from an academic
background with a minimum
experience of 10 years asa pro-
fessor, but the new UGC draft
proposes that professionals
apart from the academics, such
as industry experts or from pub-
licadministration or public pol-
icy with more than 10 years of

ted to the government.
Respoding to a ques-
tion by TNIE on increas-
ing plagiarism, Balakista said,
We are facing a big challenge in
academics due to technological
tools, as students would like to
opt for easier means to work on
their academic projects or cur-
ricular activities. But we would
like to urge the students to g0
back to the textbooks and work
sincerely to gain subject knowl-
edge instead of looking for an

easy workaround.”
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Edu Council roots for extending service of experienced faculty

Retirement age of university
teachers increased to 65 years

RACHEL DAMMALA 1 DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 30

" DECISION MAY

The state government has
enhanced the retirement
age of university teachers
from 60 to 65 years. )

This move, contained in
GO dated January 28,
applies to regular teachers
working in state universi-
ties under the higher
education department who
are entitled for University
Grants Commission (UGC)
pay scales. ]

The decision comes in
response to conecerns over
an acute shortage of facul-
ty, which has been affect-
ing the quality of educa-
tion, research output, and
the ability of universities
to secure key national and
international accredita-
tions.

According to the Telan-

~gana Council of Higher
Education (TGCHE), the
last major recruitment
drive for university teach-
ers took place in 2013.
Since then, many faculty
members have retired,

- leaving gaps in teaching
and research.

The council argued that
extending the service peri-
od of experienced faculty
members would help mai-
ntain academic standards,
ensure continuity in
research, and support uni-
versities in retaining their
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) grading.

The policy aligns Telan-
gana with the 2018 UGC
regulations, which allow
retirement at 65 for uni-
versity teachers under
UGC pay scales,

The Centre had previous-
ly recommended that
states adopt these norms,

and Telangana  had .

already implemented the
UGC revised pay scales
2016, for teaching staff
through a government
order in 2019.

University registrars ac-
ross Telangana have been
directed to implement the
hew retirement age with
Immediate effect.

B Page 3: Retirement
decision may delay hiring

-

DELAY HIRING

FROM PAGE 1

While this decisi-
on helps senior fa-
culty to continue,
it may delay fresh
hiring. The gov-
ernment, however,
seems to be bank-
ing on institution-
al stability and the
retention of
expertise to out-
weigh these con-
cerns.
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rNev; age limit
. for faculty on
- UGC pay scale

» From P1

superannuation app-

lies only to the tea-
ching faculty who are dra-
wing UGC scale of pay in
the state universities of
Telangana under the ad-
ministrative control of the
higher education depart-
ment,” the GO added.

The GO directed the
registrars of all the state
varsities to take necessary
action.

The decision was based
on the recommendations
made by the Telangana Co-
uncil of Higher Education
(TGCHE) to retain the se-
nior-most faculty for a few
more years sothat the qua-
lity of teaching, research,
accreditations and ran-
kings arenot affected.

The council had infor-
med the govt that varsities
wereeven strugglingto get

NAAC/ NBA/ NRIE/ Na-
tional/ International Ac-
creditations and rankings
in the absence of geod fa-
culty.

F*-[“he enhanced age of

Retirement age
 of regular faculty
. inTvarsities

raised to 65

Times News Nerwork

Hyderabad: Toaddress the

: problem of faculty shorta-

ge in state universities, the
state govt on Thursday in-

¢ creased the retirement age

of regular teachers from g0
t065.

In the 12 state universiti-
es, there are over 2,800 sanc-

! tioned teaching posts. Of

these, only about 750 are
currently occupied by regu-

: lar faculty who will now get

the benefit of enhanced re-

: tirement age. The Jlast re-

cruitment in state universi-
ties was in 2013 in united
Andhra Pradesh and none
since Telangana came into

i existence.

“Govt, after careful ex-
amination of the matter, he-

! rebyenhancesthe ageof su-

perannuation of regular te-
achers working in the state
universities of Telangana,”
the GO released by the hig-
her education department
said.

b Continued on P5
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Govt raises retirement

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Hyderabad

THE state government has
raised the superannuation age
of the regular faculty members
in universities as well as in ad-
ministrative control of the
Higher Education department
from 60 to 65 years.

A GO, dated January 28, was
issued in this regard by the sec-
retary of the Telangana Coun-

" EXPRESS

1T'ELA

cil of Higher Education
(TGCHE) Yogita Rana. The GO
stated that the age of su-
Perannuation of teach-
ers who are drawing
UGC scale of Dpay in
State universities will
be enhanced to 65
years.
The decision was taken

considering the various chal-
lenges faced by the Higher Edu-

ment was done in 2013,

accreditations and rankings,
The TGCHE said that the de-

NGANA

FRIbAG .0 2025

age of varsity faculty

cation department such as
acute shortage of experienced

cision to retain the senior-most
faculties was also important to
protect the quality of teaching,
research and academic stand-
ards in the universities,

The order said that the en-
hanced age of superannuation
will be applicable only to the
teaching faculty drawing the
UGC revised bay scale in 2016
in the state universities under
the TGCHE administration,

faculty. The last recruit-

The shortage has af.
fected the quality of
education in universi-
ties as well as getting
NAAC/NBA/NRIF/na.
tional and international
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Teachers drawine UGC a

scales to retire at 65 years

The government has enhanced the retirement
age of teachers working in the State Universities
under the administrative control of Higher

+ Education Department and drawing UGC pay
scales, from 60 years to 65 years. The orders
would come into effect from January 28, 2025,
and benefit the professors who are set to retire at
60 years of age. The Telangana Council of Higher
Education (TGCHE) has recommended the
enhancement of the Superannuation age from 60
years to 65 years stating that there was an acute
shortage of teachers in the varsities and their
absence would hit research work also the
rankings of the University in the NAAC, NBA,
NRIF, National and International Accreditations
and Rankings. TGCHE Chairman Balakista Reddy
said 18 states have already implemented the UGC
suggestion in this regard.
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